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Thursday 11th August 2016 – For immediate release 

Oddfellows Hotels celebrates one year on with most positive results yet 

Oddfellows Hotels have recently celebrated their first anniversary under their 

current management structure with exceptional revenue, occupancy and social media 

results. The burgeoning boutique hotel group has been managed by Oddfellows 

Management Company for the past year, founded by Jonathan Slater in 2015. The 

management company have brought in an accomplished team to head up the hotel 

groups operations, headed up by Jonathan, Samantha Ratcliffe and Paul Cookson.  

The team are currently in the process of renovating the group’s second boutique 

hotel, Oddfellows On The Park, set in the leafy outskirts of Manchester – with an 

eye on a third property. 

Jonathan Slater said: “Oddfellows Hotels is one year-old and proving to be a 

wonderful adventure. We always knew that we would do things differently. Most of 

my team at Oddfellows HQ have worked in a corporate hotel environment before and 

were tempted away by the fun, creativity and input that is possible in a small, 

independent collection. We can change the rules and challenge the norms but with 

over 150 years of hotel experience between us all, we take very educated risks.” 

He added: “We didn’t set out with a corporate statement on what Oddfellows Hotels 

should be. It will evolve and each property will continue to be completely 

different from each other. Our Chester hotel is fun and playful, whereas 

Oddfellows On The Park will have a more grown-up feel, determined by its Victorian 
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gothic history and its place within the community. Our third property will be 

different again and we won’t know what it will be like until we find it. All I 

know is it will have a history and a story and be in an inspiring location.” 

Oddfellows, Chester, the hotel flagship property has set the benchmark for how 

they expect the business to grow. 

Paul Cookson, General Manager, commented: “We have had our best year in the 

hotel’s history. Profits are up, standards are higher than ever and our guests are 

happier. Chester has had an amazing summer so far. April through to July ran at a 

98.5% occupancy which I haven’t seen before in my 25 years in the industry. Our 

apartments are sold out for August.” 

He added: “When we opened our rooms for online booking at Oddfellows On The Park, 

we sold out a number of dates immediately. It’s an extraordinary reaction and 

reassuring to know we are giving our customers what they want.” 

Social media is testimony to the hotel group’s growing popularity with its 

customers. The hotel’s Chester Facebook page has just reached over 10,000 likes, 

compared to 6,500 this time last year. It is the most followed business in 

Chester’s hospitality scene. 

 

Notes for Editors 

 After over 30 years at the helm of The Chester Grosvenor, Jonathan 
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retired in March 2015 to run his own management company that looks 

after the development and management of the Oddfellows brand. Having 

masterminded the refurbishment of the award winning Chester boutique 

hotel in 2013, he is now at the final stages of work on its sister 

hotel, Oddfellows On The Park, located in Manchester, opening 

December 2016. 

 The project involves converting the 19th Century mansion, Bruntwood 

Hall, to create 22 bedrooms, The Galloping Major restaurant, cocktail 

bars, private dining rooms and statement ‘salon de beaute’, the 

Pigsty.  

 This will be the first time the impressive building based in the 

centre of Bruntwood Park will be a hotel. Its previous uses have 

included a Town Hall, a racehorse stud farm and more recently a 

filming company. Bruntwood Park has over 100 acres of sprawling 

parkland, which includes ponds, waterways and mature woodland 

 

For any further comment please contact  

Katie Bentley, Oddfellows Hotels, Katie.bentley@oddfellowshotels.com, 01244 

345454, m.07739 969256 

mailto:Katie.bentley@oddfellowshotels.com

